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GRANTS 
 

LECOM Intramural Seed grants 2018-19 

Name School Project type Project name Amount 
requested 

Awarded 
amount 

Armstrong, 
Este 

COM - 
SH 

General Basic 
Science 

Morphometric Analysis of the Posterior 
Cingulate Cortex  

$13,554.56 $13,554.56 

Danahy, Paul COM - B N/A N/A - Withdrawn N/A N/A 

Lorenzo, 
Santiago 

COM - 
B 

Osteopathic 
Manipulative 
Medicine 

Combined Effects of OMT and Bio 
Electro-Magnetic Regulation Therapy in Low 
Back Pain 

$8,410.00 $8,410.00 

Lorenzo, 
Santiago 

COM - 
B 

Osteopathic 
Manipulative 
Medicine 

Assessment of Pulmonary Function in OMT 
vs Standard of Care in Individuals with 
Decreased Lung Function 

$1,750.00 $1,750.00 

Ray, 
Amitabha 

COM - 
SH 

General Basic 
Science 

Effects of Exercise on the Inflammatory 
Biomarker C-Reactive Protein with 
Reference to Body's Stress and Energy 
Homeostasis Status 

$12,000.00 $12,000.00 

Tuck, Joshua COM-E 
Osteopathic 
Manipulative 
Medicine 

Evaluation of the MSDR during a Feasibility 
Assessment of Physical therapy in relation to 
Osteopathic manipulative medicine in the 
management of Shoulder arthropathies - the 
EMFAPOS Study 

$15,000.00 $15,000.00 

Nolan, Todd SDM General Basic 
Science 

Effects of High Doses of B6 Pyridoxine on 
Motor Neurons and Glial Cells $17,351.04 $17,351.04 

Lamichhane, 
Purushottam SDM General Basic 

Science Regulation of Inflammation in Periodontitis $20,000.00 $20,000.00 

Leah 
Labranche COM-E 

Health 
Professions 
Education 

Development and Evaluation of a Novel 
Stereoscopic Anatomy Model $15 396.00 $15 396.00 

He, Ping COM-E General Basic 
Science 

A Comprehensive Investigation of Inorganic 
Phosphate Induced Cell Responses $20,000.00 $20,000.00 

Kulesza, 
Randy COM-E General Basic 

Science 
Brainstem auditory evoked potentials in an 
animal model of autism spectrum disorder $19,549.00 $19,549.00 

 

 

• The grant period for Dr. He is 7 months, beginning December 1, 2018 ending June 20, 2019. 

• The grant period for Dr. Kulesza is 6 months, beginning January 1, 2019 ending June 20, 2019. 

• The grant period for Leah is 6 months, beginning January 1, 2019 ending June 20, 2019. 
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LECOM Intramural Seed grants 2019-20 
 

NAME SCHOOL/ 
CAMPUS 

PROJECT 
TYPE PROJECT NAME 

AMOUNT 
REQUEST

ED 

AWARD 
AMOUN

T 

Abukabda, 
Alaeddin COM/Erie General Basic 

Science 

Complement system mediated 
endothelial dysfunction in pulmonary 
hypertension 

$19,995.00 $19,995.00 

Biringer, 
Roger 

COM/Brade
nton 

General Basic 
Science 

Fractionation of Samples Containing 
Potential Cancer Biomarkers and 
Biomarker Identification 

$19,988.76 $19,989.00 

Myers, Nicole COM/Brade
nton 

Osteopathic 
Manipulative 
Medicine 

Effects of Osteopathic Manipulative 
Treatment (OMT) and Bio 
Electro-Magnetic Regulation (BEMER) 
Therapy on neck pain in adults 

$8,410.00 $8,410.00 

Raisch, Kevin COM/Brade
nton 

General Basic 
Science 

Analysis of saliva samples for oral 
microbiome and human papillomavirus $20,000.00 $20,000.00 

Freeman, Irv COM/Seton 
Hill 

Health 
Professions 
Education 

Survey of Hospitals' Policies on the Use 
of Medical Cannabis by Inpatients $5,000.00 $5,000.00 

Gnarra, James COM/Brade
nton 

General Basic 
Science 

Prolyl isomerase activity in renal cancer 
cells $19,512.94 $0.00 

McBride, 
Jennifer COM/Erie General Basic 

Science 
Determining Carcinogenic Potential of 
In Vitro Acrolein Exposure $19,691.51 $19,692.00 

Slipak, Inessa SDM 
Health 
Professions 
Education 

Faculty or Technology: Traditional 
assessment model of preparations versus 
computer assisted assessment model 

$20,000.00 $20,000.00 

Manibo, 
Alexandra SDM 

Health 
Professions 
Education 

Clinical Wear of Two Types of Denture 
Teeth Materials After Six and Twelve 
Months 

$6,770.00 $6,770.00 

Hussein, Hind SDM General Basic 
Science 

Effect of Fluoride application on 
bonding of orthdontic resin cement and 
hardness of enamel surface 

$14,870.00 $14,870.00 

Abdulhameed
Nader SDM 

Health 
Professions 
Education 

Influence of etching and CHX 
application on bond strength to the tooth 
structure using 7th generation bonding 
system 

$17,137.00 $17,137.00 
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2018 – 2019 LECOM/LECOMT Seed Grants 

 
 

Grant # 
  

Primary 
Investigator  

Additional 
Investigator Institution Research Title 

J2018.06 Matthew 
Adamo   

Mercy-St. Elizabeth 
Boardman, Emergency 
Medicine 

“Effect of a Resident Wellness Program on 
Emergency Medicine Resident Physicians” 

J2018.23 Roger Biringer, 
PhD 

 LECOM Bradenton “Characterizing Na, K-ATPase activity and 
endogenous ligands in migraine” 

J2018.15 Roger Biringer, 
PhD 

 Thomas 
Quinn, DO 

LECOM Bradenton 
Student Research 
Association 

“Fractionation of Samples Containing Potential 
Cancer Biomarkers”  

J2018.24 Saptarshi 
Biswas, MD N/A 

Forbes Regional 
Hospital, AHN, 
Trauma and Acute Care 
Surgery 

"CT scan following urgent or emergent exploratory 
laparotomy for trauma. Diagnostic yield, missed 
injuries, re-exploration, Interventional interventions. 
A retrospective study." 

J2018.25 Saptarshi 
Biswas, MD N/A 

Forbes Regional 
Hospital, AHN, 
Trauma and Acute Care 
Surgery 

"Prognostic factors determining outcome in Near 
Hanging. A 3 year  retrospective study in a Regional 
trauma center" 

J2018.26 Saptarshi 
Biswas, MD 

Dr. Fahim 
Habib 

Forbes Regional 
Hospital, AHN, 
Trauma and Acute Care 
Surgery 

"Chronic use of opioids in  opioid naïve trauma 
patients. Patterns of prescribing, incidence , risk 
factors and predictors in a community based 
Regional Trauma Center. A retrospective study" 

J2018.02 Matthew 
Bogoyas, DO 

Alok Dube, 
M.D. 

Larkin Community 
Hospital, Psychiatry 

“Assessing Changes in Perception of Auditory 
Hallucinations in Schizophrenic Patients after Acute 
Treatment” 

J2018.14 Seth Carter, 
D.O.   LECOM-MCH 

“Evaluation of Aromatherapy Use to Determine Its 
Effect on the Quality of Life in Nursing Home 
Residents” 

J2018.13 Carmine 
DiAmico, DO   LECOM, Internal 

Medicine 

“Use of a Novel Algorithm to Improve Accuracy in 
Diagnosing the Presence, Degree, and Type of 
Atrioventricular Block from Cardiac Rhythm Strips” 

J2018.03 Rayna Doll, 
DO 

Nancy Joseph, 
DO, PGY4; 
David 
McGarry, DO, 
PGY4 

UH Cleveland Medical 
Center, Allergy and 
Immunology 

“Correlation between transient response to 
pneumococcal 23-vaccine, IgG, and individual 
serotype levels” 

J2018.27 
Bertalan 
Dudas, MD, 
PhD, MS 

N/A LECOM Erie, 
Anatomy 

"Regulation of somatic growth by the Substance P 
neurotransmitter system" 

J2018.28 Jonathan 
Eckstein, DO 

Drs. Ahmed, 
Alam, 
Davydov 

St. John’s Episcopal 
Hospital, FM 

"Impact of Family Health Challenge curriculum on 
Far Rockaway children and Family Medicine 
Resident Physicians" 

J2018.04 Eckstein, DO 
Marysa 
Mumphrey, 
DO, PGY2` 

St. John's Episcopal 
Hospital, Emergency 
Medicine 

“Resident Training for Communication of Bad 
News Using Vital Talk Resources” 
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J2018.21 Karl Falk, D.O.   LECOM 

“To evaluate the effect of osteopathic manipulation 
(OMT/Cranial) occurring via the autonomic 
nervous system and to evaluate these changes in the 
ANS throughout the body” 

J2018.01 Lidia Firulescu, 
MD 

Elizabeth 
Potter, DO, 
PhD, PGY3 

Larkin Community 
Hospital, Psychiatry 

“Fostering a Better GME Experience by Reducing 
Physician’s Burnout and Improving the Work 
Environment” 

J2018.29 Brandon 
Fornwalt, DO 

Kyle Quillin, 
DO; Jared 
Bunevich, DO 

Mercy-St. Elizabeth 
Boardman Hospital, 
ENT 

"Improving surgical training: does video review 
increase attending operative feedback to residents" 

J2018.30 David 
Friedman, MD 

Avinaj John, 
DO, MA 

Manatee Memorial 
Hospital, 
Cardiovascular 

"Implementing solid organ printing into clinical 
practice for better size selection and placement of 
WATCHMAN devices in patients with Atrial 
Fibrillation" 

J2018.38 Derek Hayden, 
DO 

Richard 
Trevino, MD 

Wellspan York 
Hospital, Orthopedics 

"Endoscopic Carpal Tunnel Release, Infection 
Incidence, and Prophylactic Antibiotics: Indicated or 
Kick the Habit?" 

J2018.18 Kenny Hirschi   LECOM-MCH, 
Psychiatry 

“Vitamin D Supplementation as an Adjunctive 
Treatment for Symptoms of Major Depressive 
Disorder in the child and adolescent population” 

J2018.07 Cary Jordan, 
PhD 

Sara Beel; 
Harinder Kaur, 
MD 

Mercy-St. Elizabeth 
Boardman, Family 
Medicine Residency 

“Enhancing Family Medicine Inpatient Resident 
Care through the Use of Technology”  

J2018.11 Ryan 
Krogmann   Western Reserve, 

Otolaryngology 
“Psychiatric diseases secondary to undiagnosed 
Hyperparathyroidism” 

J2018.17 Randy 
J.Kulesza, DO   LECOM, Pre-Clinical Oropharyngeal sensory and motor circuits in an 

animal model of autism” 

J2018.20 Miriam 
Kulkarni, MD 

J. Park, MD; E. 
Fernandez, 
PhD 

St. John's Riverside 
“Ensuring Procedural Competency—Creating a 
multi-specialty boot camp for graduating fourth year 
students” 

J2018.32 
Leah 
Labranche, 
MSc 

Drs. Kulesza, 
Terrell, Carty, 
Wilson 

LECOM Erie "Exploring the Relationship between 3D 
Anatomical Resources and Spatial Ability" 

J2018.33 
Santiago 
Lorenzo, 
Ph.D., M.S.  

Mei Lin 
Margono & 
Thomas 
Quinn, DO 

LECOM Bradenton 
"Assessment of pulmonary function in OMT versus 
standard care in individuals with decreased lung 
function" 

J2018.10 
Thomas 
Macabobby, 
MD, FAAFP 

  
Mercy-St. Elizabeth 
Boardman, Family 
Medicine Residency 

“Board Review Preparation Intervention for New 
Family Medicine Residency” 

J2018.34 Stephen 
Martin, DO N/A Clarion Hospital 

"Accuracy and Precision of Fused Deposition 
Modeling Using 1.75mm Polylactic Acid Filament 
on Prusa-13 Platform 3D Printer form 64-Slice 
Low-Dose CT DICOM Data" 

J2018.09 
Craig 
McDonough, 
DO 

Matthew 
Eggleston, DO 

Mercy-St. Elizabeth 
Boardman, Emergency 
Medicine 

“Emergency Department Placed Fascia Iliaca 
Compartment Block and its Effect on Post-Surgical 
Outcomes, Inpatient Usage and Length of Stay”   

J2018.08 Don McLean, 
MS, MA   

Niagara Falls Memorial 
Medical Center, Family 
Medicine   

“Utilization of Voice Recognition for EMR” 
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J2018.05 Seth Parkey, 
DO 

Jestin Carlson, 
MD 

AHN Saint Vincent 
Health Center 

“Fiberoptic Nasotracheal Intubation vs Traditional 
Blind method in the setting of simulated 
Angioedema” 

J2018.37 Gurdeep 
Singh, MD N/A 

Our Lady of 
Lourdes-Ascension, 
Endocrinology 

"Role of Vitamin D Level in Postoperative 
Hypocalcemia after Total Thyroidectomy" 

J2018.16 Eric Smith, 
DO   LECOM-MCH, 

Psychiatry 
“Virtual Reality to treat depression in residents of 
long term care facilities” 

J2018.22 Diana 
Speelman, PhD   

Lake Erie College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, 
Biochemistry 

"Effect of a high-sugar diet on metabolic, endocrine, 
and tissue health in a prenatally androgenized rat 
model for polycystic ovary syndrome" 

 Diana 
Speelman, PhD  

Lake Erie College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, 
Biochemistry 

Prenatally androgenized rat model of PCOS to 
assess insulin signaling and adipose function in 
peripubertal and adult female rats 

J2018.19 Zofia Tynski, 
MD, FCAP 

Way Chiang, 
DO, PGY2 

Clarion Hospital, 
Pathology “Case Reports” 

J2018.39 Daniel Urias, 
MD 

D'Arcy Duke, 
MD 

Conemaugh Memorial 
Medical Center, 
General Surgery 

"Goal Directed Thromboprophylactic Dosing in 
Bariatric Surgery Using ROTEM" 

J2018.12 
Jonathan 
Wynbrandt 
MD 

  
UH Richmond Medical 
Center, Internal & 
Family Medicine 

“Supervision at a Glance” 

 

 
Extramural Grant Submitted – not funded

 
• R15: PA-18-504: Dr Ping He, PI. “An investigation of inorganic phosphate related 

tumor initiation and progression”. The small grant (R03) supports new research projects 
that can be carried out in a short period of time with limited resources. They are awarded for 
up to two years and are not renewable. R03s are not intended for new investigators.  

 
 

 


